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1. CONTINUED HEAVY RAINS HAVE HEIGHTENED ALREADY 
REPORTED CONCERNS IN AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY REGARDING 
CORN, SUGAR BEET AND GRAPE CROPS. SINCE EIRST OF OCT 
THERE HAVE BEEN ALMOST DAILY RAINS AND TOTAL 75-120 MM 
OF PRECIPITATION HAS BEEN RECORDED THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH, AS YET, NO FROSTS HAVE BEEN RECORDED, 
TEMPERATURES HAVE DIPPED AS LOW AS 1 DEGREE CENTIGRADE 
AND POSSIBILITY OF SERIOUS FROST DAMAGE PARTICULARLY 
TO CORN AND GRAPE CROPS INCREASE EACH DAY. 
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2. DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, GABOR SOOS, ADMITTING 

ON OCT 15 THAT BAD WEATHER HAD SERIOUSLY SLOWED HARVESTING 
EFFORT, STATED THAT TO DATE ONLY 8-10 PERCENT OF CORN CROP HAD 
BEEN HARVESTED IN COMPARISON TO 50 PERCENT AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR. 
IN ADDITION, 65 PERCENT OF SUGAR BEETS CROP AND 75 PERCENT OF 
GRAPES ARE STILL IN EIELDS. FALL GRAIN PLANTING HAS ALSO MET WITH 
SERIOUS OBSTACLES DUE TO WEATHER AND SO EAR ONLY 18 PERCENT OF 
GRAIN CROP HAS BEEN PLANTED IN COMPARISON TO 64 PERCENT WHICH WAS 
IN GROUND AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR. THE PLANTING OF FALL 
WHEAT, THE STAPLE HUNGARIAN GRAIN, IS 600,000 HECTARES 
BEHIND LAST YEAR'S PACE. SOOS CHARACTERIZED THE DELAY 
IN PLANTING OP GRAIN CROP AS BEING EVEN MORE SERIOUS 
THAN THE DELAYS IN THE FALL HARVEST. 

3. PRESENT SITUATION HAS PROMPTED ANXIOUS NEWSPAPER 
EDITORIAL AND TELEVISION APPEALS FOR URGENT HELP IN 
CARRYING NECESSARY AGRICULTURAL WORK. A NUMBER OF 
HARVEST AND EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO RECRUIT LARGE NUMBER 
HIGH SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FOR WORK IN FIELDS. 

4. IN ADDITION TO DIFFICULTIES WITH HARVEST AND PLANTING, 

UNSOLD MEAT SURPLUSES RESULTING FROM EEC BAN ON MEAT IMPORTS 
CONTINUE TO WORRY OFFICIALS AND THERE IS WIDESPREAD 
PESSIMISM CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OP FAVORABLE RESOLUTION 
THIS QUESTION IN NEAR FUTURE. SOVIET PURCHASE OF SIZABLE 
QUANTITY OP HUNGARIAN MEAT, APPARENTLY POR HARD CURRENCY, 

HAS BEEN TEMPORARY HELP. HOWEVER, AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN 
DEALING WITH AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS REPORT STATE AND 
COLLECTIVE FARM ORGANIZATIONS EXPECTING DRASTICALLY REDUCED 
HARD CURRENCY RECEIPTS AS RESULT OF MEAT EMBARGO AND A 
NUMBER OF INVESTMENTS INCLUDING LARGE HOG-FATTENING COMPLEX 
WHICH WAS TO BE CONSTRUCTED WITH ASSISTANCE OF RALSTON- 
PURINA COMPANY HAVE BEEN AT LEAST TEMPORARILY SHELVED. 
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